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knight of the continent and of post-Conquest England.1
He was usually a warrior; but he fought on foot, he did
many things for his lord surely not included in knight-
service, and his service seems not so much based on his own
holding as something which he owed to his lord's estate.
To thegns the kings made many grants of bookland.
Later, churches made them subgrants of the same char-
acter out of grants originally received from the king, and
the thegns soon subgranted to other thegns or even to
churches. This process went on rapidly from the late
tenth century, and was uniting with the other economic
and political conditions, which have been noted, to pro-
duce a change in society, feudal in character. But Anglo-
Saxon feudalism did not have a chance to work itself out.
Before it was at all complete, the Norman Conquest came
and brought in new forces and ideas that immediately
dominated.
A sketch has been given of the classes in society before
this feudalising process made itself felt;2 it is necessary
here to inquire what they were after it had been at work
for some time and as we take our last look at Anglo-Saxon
local conditions. At the bottom, were the slaves or serfs,
as before; and here there had probably been less change
than elsewhere. But some change there had been, and it
was all in favour of the serf. In England, as on the conti-
nent, Christianity had been doing something to better
his condition by persistently regarding him as a human
being, and, wherever opportunity offered, by attempting
to increase his rights. As early as the seventh century, the
church was insisting, albeit with little success, upon the
serfs right to the personal property which he had himself
acquired. What has already been said about the difficulty
the medieval mind found in forming clear-cut ideas of
slavery of course applies here, as at the earlier time.3
But despite this, there was probably a clearer line between
the legally free and unfree than anywhere else in society.
1 See below, pp. 79 and note i, 82, 97, 98.
2 See above, pp. 12-14.                               3 Ibid., p. 13.